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December 24, 1823...No. 6. 


[EXTRA.] 





Appointments. 
OFFICIAL. 
Appointinents by the President, by and with the advice and consent of. 
: the Senate. ' 
Georce Granam, of the District of Columbia, to be Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office.- 


Josern M. Wire, of Florida, to be Commissioner for ascer- 
taining claims and titles to land in Florida. 





‘RULES OF CONGRESS. 





ding Rules and Orders for conducting business in the House of 
piscosuatas eae of the United States. 


[coNTINUED FROM FOLIO 64.] 


of the said committees to examine into the state of the 

Ba: seen seouonanes respectively submitted to them, and to inquire and 

report particularly 3 ie gta 

Whether the expenditures of the respective Departments are justified by 
Whether the claims from time to time satisfied and discharged by the respec- 
tive departments dre supported by sufficient vouchers, establishing their justuess 
both as to their character and amount : 

Whether such claims have been discharged ont of funds appropriated there - 
for, and whether all moneys have beendisbursed in conformity with appropria- 
tion laws ; and as ; 

"Whether any, and what, provisions are necessary to be adopted to provide 
More perfectly for the proper application of the public moneys, and to secure 
the governmeut from demands unjust iu their character, or extravagant iu their 
amount. , 4 * 

And it shall be, moreover, the duty of the said committee to report, from 
time to tiine, whether any, and what, retrenchmeuts ean be made in the expen 
ditures of the séveral departments, without detriment to the public service ; 
whether any, aod what, abuses at any time exist in the failure to euforce the 
payment of moveys whch may be due to the United States from public de- 
faulters or others, and to report, from time to time, such provisions and ar- 
rafigements as may be necessary to add tothe economy of the several depart- 
ments, and the accountability of their officers. 

55. The several standing committees of the House shall have leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. : ak 

56. No committee sha]l sit during the sitting of the House, without special 
Nae: The Clerk of the House shall take an oath for the true and faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of his office, to the best of his knowledge and abilities, and 
shall be deemed to continue in office until another be appoiuted. 

58. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to make, and cuuse to» be printed and 
delivered to each member, at the commencement of every session of Congress 
& list of ‘the reports which it is the duty of any officer or department of the go- 
yernment to make to Cougress ; referring to the act, or resojution, and page of 
the valume of the |aws or journal, in which it may be contained ; and placing 
under the name of each officer, the list of reports required of himto be made, 
and thetime when the report may be expected. 

59. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the House, at the end of each session, 
to send w prirted copy of the journals thereof, to the Executive, and to each 

Legislature, of every state. 
yon elie. oforder shall be noted by the Clerk, with the decision, and 
put together at the end of the journal of every session. : 

_ 6f. Clerk shall take Care that once a week all the books provided for the 
oseof the House, stfall be placed rt order, peccem. | to some fixed arrangement 
and make report to the Speaker, of such books as are missing. 

6% Whenever confidential communications are received from the President 
of the United States, the House shall be cleared of all persons, except the mem- 
bers, clerk, sergeaut-at-arms, and door-keeper,. avd so coutinue during the 
reading of saéh communications, and, unfess otherwise directed by the House, 
during all debates aud procvedings to be had thereon, And when the Speaker 


make, which he conceires ought to be kept secret, the Honse shall, in like man- 
ner, bé cleayed till the communication be made; the House shali thendetermine 
whetlier the matter communicated requires secrecy or not, and take order accor- 
dingly. 
' a eile dieabeanet-ered and the doorkeeper shall be sworn to keep the se- 
crets of the House. a aS 
* 64. All questions relating to the priority of business to be acted on shall be 
decided without debate, ie ** 
Of Bills. 

65. Every bi)] shall be introduced by motion for leave, of by an order of the 
House, on the report of the committee ; and, in either case, a committee to 
prepare the same shail be appointed, Im cases of a general nature, ope day’s 
notice at least-shall be given of the motion to briug in a bill; and every such 
motion may be committed : tl siege , 

66. Every bill shall receive three several readings in the House previous to its 
passoge ; ard all bills shall be despatched im order as they were introduced, 
ualess where the House shall direct. otherwise ; but no bili shall be twice read 
on the same day, without special order of the House. 


: 


67. The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and if opposition be 
made to it, the question shali be, ‘‘shall this bill be rejected ?” If no opposi- 
tion be made, or if the question to rcject be negatived, the bill shall go to its se- 
eond reading without a question, 

68. Upon the second reading ofa bill, the Speaker shall state itas ready fi: 
commitment or engrossment ; and if comnmtted, then a question shall be, whe- 
ther to a select or standing committee, or to a committee of the whole Bouse ; if 
to a committee of the whole House, the House shall determine on what day. 
But if the bill be ordered to be engrossed, the House shail appoint the day when 
it shall be read the third time. , 

69. Not more than three bills originating in this House sball be committed 
to the same committee of the whole House, and such bills shal! be analogous in 
their nature, which analogy shall be determined by the Speaker. 

70. After commitment and report thereofto the House, or at any time be- 
fore its passage, a bill may be recommitted. 

71.. All bills ordered to be eugrossed shall be executed in a fair round 
hand. 

72, No amendment, by way of ‘rider, shall be received to any bill on its third 
reading. 

73, When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the Clerk, noting the day 
of its passage at the foot thereof, 


Of Committees of the whole House. 


74. Itshall be a standing order of the day, throughout the Session, for the 
House to resolve itself ito a committee of the whole House on the state of the 
Union, / 

75. In forming a committee of the whole House, the Speaker shall leave his 


chair, and a chairman, to preside in committee, shall be appointed by the 
Speaker. 














(Continued to folio 97.) 





THE CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION, EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS, 


Documents. 


Message from the President of the United States, transmitting a Report of the 
Commissioner of the Public Buildings. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, of the 28th Jan 
uary, 1818, I, herewith, transmit to Congress, the report of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, showing the expenditures on 
Public Buildings, and other objects committed to his care, duri 
the present year. JAMES MONROE. 


Office of Commissioner of Public Buildings, Washington, Dec. 8, 1823. 
Sir: | have the honour to state, that the expenditures on the 
Public Buildings, and other objects committed to my care, during 
the present year, have been as follows : 

Continuing the work on the centre building of the 
Capitol United States, - - 


t : $04,778 45 
Alterations in the Representatives’ hall, for the ac- 


comodation of the Eighteenth Congress, - 1,200 00 
An allegorical ornament for a clock for the use o 

the Senate, . - - . 2,000 00 
Improving the ground around the Capitol, - 896 53 
South Portico to the Presicent’s house, . 11,550 31 
Providing for the accommodation of the Circuit 

Court of the United States, for Washington coun- 

ty, in the District of Columbia, and for the preser- 

vation ofthe records of said Court, - 10,000 00 
Erecting a monument over the tomb of Elbridge 

Gerry, late Vice President of the United States, 1,000 00 


$121,425 32 





For the progress made in the work on the principal buildings, 1 
beg permission to refer to the reports of the respective architects, 
1 have the honour to remain, your most obedient servant, 


J. ELGAR, Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
The Presipent of the United States. 





Report of the Architect of the Capitol, 


Josgen Exvean, Esq. Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
Sin: In preparing the report of the progress of the work in the 
Capitol of the United States during the present year, 1 look back 
to the estimatés presented the 9th January last, in which | proposed, 
on the exterior, to cover the dome with copper, to build the chim - 





neyr and cope the wails with stone, ard to raise the arcade, which 
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is to support the eastern portico, to fhe height of the first story. 
In the interior, | contemplated to finish the upper suite of com- 
mittee rooms, ahd the corridor connected with them; the library 
and reoms on the principal floor, and the hemisphere of the dome ; |! 
to raise One fliyht of back stairs, aud two stories of the priacipal |! 
stairs ; to pave the passages and retundo with stone, and to make 
the alterations in the Representatives’ hall. 

The whole of the above described work has been carried on, 
avd the greater partis finished. Some disappointment and delay 
were experienced from the waat of asupply of lime in the spring, 
and from the difficulty of getting stowe from the quarries, owing tu 
the heavy rains of the early part of summer. ‘ihe front areade 
is raised to the height expected, but the brick arches to form the 
platform have not been turned; even if ether circumstances had 
permitted, | think it would not have been advisable to have done 
it, as the mortar could not have hardened, and the joints would 
have been exposed to injury from weather. 

The great staircases is made passable; but the paving of the 
side platforms, and the iron railing, are not complete. ‘The flag-/ 
cing of the rotundo and the carpenter's work of the library, | 
re:mainto be finished: as the materials are on hand, the work may 
be exeeated within the year from the date of the appropriation. 
A number of carvers have been employed in preparing the capi- 
tals of the columns wanted for the next year; they will be contin- 
ued on this branch: and other stone work will be getting in 





readiness during the winter. ‘The above statement exhibits a full! 


view of the progress of the building, and of the particular cases/' 
ia which it may seem to come short of expectation, with the caus- || 
es that may be assigned therefor. Upon the whole, it must ap- 
pear to have been a season of exertion ; that the time and ap-|' 
propriation have not been misapplied, and that the work, in all 
its branches, has been executed tn the best manner, and, I am 
happy to add, without any untoward accident. 

With respect to the convenience of arrangement and style of 
designi b indulge the hope, that, as they have obtained the sanc- 
tion of the President of the United States, they will also be ap- }; 
proved by the members of both bodies of the Legislature, for whose | 
use they are specially intended. In the corridors, and adjoining } 
rooms, | have aimedat convenience and ease of access. In the 
rotundo, a bold simplicity bas_ been studied, suitable to a great | 
central entrance and passage to more richly finished apartments. | 
This room is ninety-six feet in diameter, and of the same height: | 
its walls are divided into twelve compartments, by stone pilasters, || 
or Grecian Ante ; four of these compartments are occupied by || 
doors, and the others by pannels toreceive paintings. The Ante 
support a Grecian entablature, decorated with Isthmean wreaths 
in the frieze, apparently in honour of the subjects of national bis- 
tory to be exhibited below. The concave of the dome is divided 
into five ranges of large and deep caissons, finished plainly ; and 
a border of Grecian honeysuckle surrounds the opening of the 
sky-light twenty-four feet in diameter, whieb gives light to the 
whole: rotundo. 


but for the frequent rains, which rendered the road impassable, for 
weeks ata time, between the quarries and the landing, which 
made it impracticable to transport the stone in time to finish the 
steps the last season. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient serven 


t, 
JAMES HOBAN, 
Joseph Elgar, Esq. Commissioner of Public Buildings. 








Documents accomponying the Messaye of the President of the Uni- 

ted States, to both Houses, at the commencement of the first Session 
of the Eighteenth Congress. ‘ 

[CONTINUED FROM FoLro 76.] 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
Navy Department, December Ist, 1823, 

The Presrpent of the United States : 
Sir : In obedience to the request contained in your letter of the 
10th instant, I submit, respectfully, the following statement of the 
administration of this Department, during the present year, com- 


_prehending the number of vessels commissioned ; the number in 


ordinary, fit forservice, or requiring repairs ; the progress made 
in building vessels ; with the «sentinel of the Department, 
and the service in which the vessels have been employed ; with 
such observations on the whole subject as are deemed proper: 
Letter 1, from the Commissioners of the Navy, with papers A, B, 
C, D, and E, which accompany it, exhibit— 

1. The vessels of war in commission, with the service in which 
they are employed. See A. 
2. The vessels in ordinary, on the Atlantic board, and on the 


| Lakes, with the state of repairs of each vessel.—B and C, 


3. The progress made in building, under the law:** to increase 


_the Navy of the United States’”—D. - By this, it appears'that four 
ships of the line have heretofore been built, and that five ships of 
the line, and five frigates of the first class, are now building ; some 


of which might be launched in thirty days ; and all, except one, in 


, one. hundred and twenty days. 


_ 4. A general view of the improvements at the several build- 
ing yards. In some of the yards, additional improvements are 
now necessary for thcir comfortable and economicai administra- 


| tion. 


5. The disbursements of the Department during the three first 
quarters of the present year, up fo the 30th September. (2.) The 
disbursements of the year 1822 appear by the report-made to Con- 
gressin the month of February last. It appears that $1,984,520 74 
have been drawn from the Treasury between the ist January and 
the 30th September, leaving, on the latter day, $2,218,168, 66, an- 
expended of the amount applicable tothe service of the year. Of 
this unexpended balance, a large proportion will be used during 
the remaining quarter ; and a minute statement of the whole will 
be furnished to Congress in the annual report required from this 
Department. 

On paper A, it is to be remarked, that the frigate Constitution, 











The library-room is ninety-two feet long, thirty-four feet wide, 
and thirty-eight feet high ; it is finished with alcoves or recesses 
for books, according to the most approved models of rooms for 
this use, with a gallery above, giving access to the other alcoves. 
The ceiiiog is richly finished in pannels of stucco, with three sky- 
lights. ‘Chis room opens to the west, upon an extensive loggia, or 
covered walk, from which the variegated prospect offthe city, the 


sloop of war Ontario, and schooner Nonsuch, are in the Mediter- 
ranean, under the command of Captain Jones. No change in the 
amount of force, in that sea, has been made within the year. It 
has been found competent to all the purposes for which itis main- 
tained. Our commierce there has been amply protected : the offi- 
cers and seamen have enjoyed good health, and no circumstance 
bas occurred worthy of particular notice. While our relations with 
other powers continue friendly, any large augmentation of that por- 





river, the public grounds, and the surrounding heights, apppear to 
great advantage. 

Respectiully submitted, CHARLES BULFINCH. 

December 6, 1823, Architect of the Capitol of the U. States. 








Report of the Architect and Superintendent of the President’s House, of the 
progress of that building during the last season. 


Washington, December 8, 1823 

The peristyle portico to the south front of the President’s House, 
consisting of six columns of the lonic order, with the entablature 
and balustrade, has been completed; the ceiling has been finished, 
and the roof covered with copper. ‘The Arcade has been groined 
and arched with brick, and the principal floor laid with the best 
Seneca stone. 
The remaining work to be done to complete the portico, con- 
elsts of two flights of stone steps, to ascend from the surface level 
to the principal floor, and the railing, which, when completed, the 
south fromt of the President’s House will be finished. 


tion of our naval force will not be necessary. In the coming year, 
it is not proposed materially to increase or diminish it. The Cyane 
and Erie will, in a short time, relieve the Constitution and Ontario, 
that they may return home, discharge their crews, whose term of 
service will soon expire, refit, and resume their station. For this 
purpose, the Erie, Captain Deacon. sailed froar New-York on the 
8th of November, and the Cyane, Captaiu Creighton, will sail ina 
few days, : 

On the same paper, A, it is to be’ further remarked, that the 
Franklin, ship of the line, and the schooner Dolphin, of 12 guns, 
are stillin the Pacific Ocean, where they have remained for more 
than two years, under the command of Captain Stewart... By the — 
presence of this force on tbe coasts of Chili and Peru, depredations 
on our growing commerce have been, ina great degree, prevented, 
and respect for our interests and flag secured. 

Captain Stewart will return tothe United States in the course of 
this winter, or early in the ensuing spring ; and, in the place of the 
Franklin, it is proposed to substitute the frigate United States, and 





The two flights of steps would have been erected by this time, 





the Peacock, sloop of war, of 18 guns. Such a division of the force 
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it is believed, will more extensively protect the flag and commerce 
of the United States, and permit the commanding ofhcer, with the 
larger vessel, to be absent from the usual, cruising grounds for a 
short time, should circumstances render such ubsence necessary. 
Captain Hull will sail, in a few.days, from Norfolk, in command of 
these vessels. . 

The Cyane, Captain Spence, and the Shark, commanded by 
Lieutenant M. C. Perry, have, for short periods, cruised upon the 
coast of Africa, to carry into effect the intentions of the govern- 
ment, in the suppression ofthe slave trade, and the protection 
of the agency for liberated Africans, established at Cape Mensu- 
rado. : 

While Captain Spence was at Sierra Leone and the Cape, he fit- 
ted out the Augusta, a small schooner, which was found on the coast 
deserted and dismantled, and placed it under the command of Lieut. 
Dashiell, to cruise inthe neighborhood of the Cape, with the con- 
viction that its presence was at that time essential to the protection 
of the agency, and might be useful in preventing the traffic in slaves, 
It still remains upon that coast. c 

During the time that Captain Spence and Lieutenant Perry were 
cruising, they neither saw nor heard of any vessel, under the Ame- 
rican flag, engaged in the slave trade. If citizens of the United 
States are still employed in that traffic, they seem to have been dri- 
ven to conceal themselves. under the flags of other nations. 

The agency. at Cape Mensurado, for receiving the re-captured 
and liberated Africans, enjoyed favorable prospects, uxtil late last 
fall, when it was assailed by a large body of the natives, and indan- 
ger of being entirely destroyed. Some of the liberated Africans were 
killed in the contest. The extracts of letters from Captain Spence, 
Lieutenant Perry, and Messrs. Ashmun and Ayres, will show the 
manner in which they were able to defend themselves, with the aid 
of a midshipman and several men belonging to a British vessel of 
war, then in the neighborhood. The establishment having passed 
through this trial, now promises to accomplish all the benefits anti- 
cipated from it. In order to afford it the necessary protection, and 
to continae our exertions to repress the slave trade, it is proposed, 
as the most efficient and economical arrangement, that the comman- 
der of the West India squadron, shall from time to time, detach one 
or more of the vessels belonging to his command, to cruise along 
the African coast, occasionally touching at Cape Mensurado, and 
ministering to the wants ofthe people there ; aud following, in their 
return, the usual track of the slave ships. 

Eleven Africans, none of whom could speak the English language 
were, some months ago, brought by a Captain Chase, as mariners, 
into the port of Baltimore, and were there taken into the posses. 
sion of the officers of the government, and an investigation instituted 
into the supposed violation of our laws in intreducing them. By 
means of an interpreter, who understood the tanguages of all, ex- 
cept one or two of them, it was, subsequently, discovered, that they 
belonged to tribes in the neighborhood of Mensurado, and that 
some of them were of the head men of their tribes. 1t was there- 
fore believed, that their restoration by this Government, would 
produce asalutary effect ; and an inquiry was directed to be made 
through the interpreter, whether they were willing to return to 
Africa. Such being found to be their wish, they were, in the early 
part of October, sent to.our agent at Mensurado, with directions to 
permit their return to their several homes, by the best and most 
expeditious means, ; 

So far as the Department is yet apprized of the expenditures for 
the agency during the present year, they have amounted to $7,287 
48 cents. 

On the western side of the Atlantic ocean, and in the Gulf of 
Mexico, the operations of our naval force have been more active. 
Several item a were in commission there, at the close of the last 
year. To these were added, under the authority of the law passed 
at ‘the last session. of Congress, ‘‘ authorizing an additional naval 
force for the suppression of piracy,” the Steam Gualliot Sea Gull ; 
eight small schooners, the Greyhound, Jackall, Fox, Wild Cat, Bea- 
gle, Ferret, Weazel, and. Terrier ; five barges, the Musquito, Gnat, 
se Sandfly, and Gallinipper; and one transport ship, the 

coy. 

Captain David Porter was appointed to the command of the squa- 
dron, and sailed from Norfolk about the 10th of February last. His 
station was at Thompson’s Island, from which he dispatched his 


exposure.of the.officers and men, called for a display of persever- 
ance and fortitude seldom required of those engaged in our service 
—but the call was well answered, Every thing was accomplished, 
which was anticipated from the expedition. Piracy, as a systen.. 
has betn repressed, in the neighborhood of the Island of Cuba. 
and now requires only to be watched by a proper force, to be pre 

vented from afflicting commerce, any further, in that quarter. ‘Th 

public authorities of the Island of Cuba manifested a friendly dispo- 
sition towards the squadron, and rendered mush assistance in the 
pursuit of its objects. 

On the 5th March, as Lieut. Cocke, in obedience to the orders.o! 
Capt. Porter, was entering the harbour of St. Johns, Porto Rico, in 
the schooner Fox, he was killed by ashot from the castle. Extracts 
from the correspondence between Capt. Porter and the government 
of the island on this subject, are annexed. 

The squadron was healthy and prosperous, until about the middle 
of August, when a malignant fever broke out at the station, and des- 
troyed many valuable lives. The first reports of this calamity. were 
brought to the Department on the 17th September. At the time 
they left the island, Captain Porter and most of the medical officers 
rae sick, and there was great cause to fear that the squadron 
| would be deprived of its commandmg officer, and of the medical as- 
| sistance necessary to its safety. Under these circumstances it was 
considered expedient to send to the station an officer of rank and 
experience, with a sufficient namber of su rgeons, to furnish, ia any 
event, the aid necessary for the safety and proper conduct of the 
squadron, with power to remove it should that be found necessary. 
Capt. Rodgers cheerfully consented to encounter the hazard and 
responsibility attendant on such an expedition. He sailed from New- 
York as soon as a vessel could be prepared for the purpose ;. but, 
before his arrival, Capt. Porter had become convalescent, and with 
the greater part of the squadron, had returned to the United States. 
The reports of these officers will fully explain their views of the 
causes of the disease, and the means by which a recurrence of it 
may be prevented. 

itis believed that the Florida station is incalculably important to 
some of the best interests of this Union ; and that it ought not to be 
deserted untilevery expedient has failed to render it a secure and 
healthy position for our vessels. 1 feel great confidence in the opi- 
nion that it may be made such, without encountering great hazard of 
the evils we@have heretofore suffered. ’ ; 

For the protection of ecommerce, and the suppression of piracy 
in the Western Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, it is proposed, in the 
ensuing year, to continue Thompson's Island as the station for the 
vessels employed in those objects ; to place there aship of the 
fine, armed and manned as a frigate, for which purpose the Inde- 
pendence is well fitted; and to attach to the command the John 
Adams and Hornet, and one other sloop of war, with four of the 
larger schooners, the Grampus, Porpoise, Shark, and Spark, one 
of the smaller schooners, and the barges. This force is competent 
to protect all our interests, The ship of the line, placedin a_pro- 
per position, will afford comfortable accommodations to those who 
are obliged to remain atthe station, and prevent the necessity of 
intercourse with the island, when danger is suspected. The cruises 
of the other vessels, except those which visit the coast of Africa, 
may be limited to four, five, or six weeks, and on their return, 
theircrews may be exchanged for others, who, during that tinie, 
have been stationary. By these means, and a proper attention to 
cleanliness, both in the men and the vessels, and avoiding inter- 
course with places known to be sickly, the health of all will proba- 
bly be preserved. For the proper execution of such a system, 
full reliance may be placed in our officers. The island itself, by 
clearing, draining, and cultivating, will, after a time, probably be- 
come more healthful. 

It.will be perceived, that this distribution of force includes only 
one of the small schooners. They were admirably calculated for 
the end for which they were purchased, and have effected it. But 
piracy being for the*present repressed, and requiring only such 
aforce as will prevent its revival, they are no longer necessary ; 
and, being both very expensive, and utterly subversive of all dis- 
cipline, it is respectfally recommended that they be sold, retaining 
one for the present season ; after which it may be sold. The 
Porpoise anda small schooner haye been employed under the 
command of Lieut. Ramage, in the survey of a part of the Florida 











vessels in such way as he judged best suited to attain his objects. 
Phe annexed ‘extracts from his letters and reports exhibit the re- 
sults. 


The size of most of the vessels, the nature of the duties, and the 





coast. It is proposed that those vessels be placed under the:con- 
trol of the commanding officer of the Florida station ; and if it be 
found proper to continue the survey, that the instructions for that 
purpose be given to that officer, , _ 
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ies of the sllcdies having died during the’ prevent your, ‘Ttis! 
thon proper to annex a list of the titeed ond places of their 
eaths 3 
No observations on the organiZation end diceipline of the Navy 
seem to be required. That subject has heretofore been present- 
ed for consideration. 
Very respectfully, I have the honour to be, your most obedient 
servant,, SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 





Navy Commissioners’ Office, 13th November, 1823, 
: The Commissioners of the Navy have had the honour of 


weaiele your letter of the 10th inst. and beg leave to submit the 
accompanying exhibits A, B, C, D, E. 








A, presents a-view of the vessels of war now in commission. 

B, vessels in ordinary on the Atlantic board. 

€, vessels on Lakes Champlain, Erie, and Ontario. 

D, ships on the stocks—showing the number built and buildiig. 
under the “ Act for the gradual increase of the Navy.” 

a general view of the improvements at the several building 
yards 


With respect to the state and condition of the vessels in ordinary, 





and on the lakes, the Commissioners submit the latest information 
received by them upon the subject. It is presumed to be substan- 
tially correct ; but, having, some days since, called upon the sev- 
eral commandants for special and detailed reports, they expect 
to have it in their power, very shortly, to afford minute informa- | 
tion not only as to the hulls of the ships, but as tothe state of their | 
masts, spars, sails, rigging, armament, boats, &c. &c. 


I, CHAUNCEY. 


Samu; L. Sovrparp, Secretary of the Navy. 


A. 
Vessels of War in commission, November 10, 1823. 

Franklin, chip of the line, in the Pacific. United States, 44,prepar- 
ing to relieye the Franklin. Constitution, 44, Mediterranean. 
Congress, 36, carrying Ministers to Spain and to South America. 
Cyane, 24, Méditerranean. John ddams, 24, West Indies. Ontario. 
18, Mediterranean. Erie, 18, Meditereasnen: Peacock, 18, West 


Hon. 


Indies. Hornet, 18, West Indies. Spark, brig, 14, West Indies. 
fonsuch, 12, Mediterranean. Porpoise, 12, Surveying Florida 
Coast. Dolphin, 12, Pacific. Grampus, 12, West indies. — Shark, 


12, West Indies. 

Recapitulation. 1 Ship of the line, 2 44 gun frigates, 1 36 do. 
do. 2 24 do. ships, 4 18 do. sloops, 1 14 do: brig, 5 12 do. schoon- 
ers.—Total 16 

In commission, specially equipped for the. suppression of piracy, 
i steam galliot, Sea Gull. 8 Small schooners, viz. Greyhound, 
Jackall, Fox.. Wild Cat, Beagle, Perrett, Weaze) and Terrier.— 
5 barges, viz. Musquite, Grat, Midge, Sand Fly and Gallinipper. 








Lixe Ease. Steere 18 paige “rie 24, beak based wate 
cayed. Porcupine 1, rotten. Queen” Charlotte 20, sunk . 
decayed. Ghent 4, in bad condition, *"- to eR 

Laxe Onvarto. Chippewa 74’ gons, New-Orleans 74, on the 
stocks, under cover, sound. 

Superior, 44, Mohawk, 36, Pike, 26, Madison, 18, iph, 14, 
Jefferson, 18, Jones, 18, sunk and decayed. Oneida sivas tals 
of the Lake, 1, tn tolerable condition. 14 gun boats, in a state of de- 
cay. 


Ships on the Stocks. 


Boston, in 30 do. 1 at do. in90-do. Lat Philedatphis,,: in 180do. 1 
at Gosport, Va. in 120 do. 


be launched in 30 days. 1 at do. in 90 do. 
do. 1 at New-York, in 30 do. 1 at Portsmouth, N. H.in 60 do. 
Recapitulation. 5 ships of the line, 5 frigates. 


launched in the time respectivel 
would take a considerably longer time. 


of the Navy ; and the following were also built under that Jaw = 
' Columbus, Delaware, North-Carolina, Ohio, ships of the line. 
Making the nuinber, ** built and building,” as follows 








i Transport ship, Decoy. 
B. 
Vessels in Ordinary.—Atlantic Board. 


Independence, Washington, and Columbus, ships of the line. The 
hulls of these ships are in good order ; though it would be proper 


to examine their bottoms before sending them to sea. Their 
upper works and decks require some caulking. 
Delaware, North- Carolina, and Ohio, ships of the line. Have 


never been in commission ; hulls,.in good order; bottoms would 
vequire examination before they go to sea, and their upper works 
and decks would probably require some caulking. 

Guerriere, 44, requires repairs. Java, 44, very much decayed. 
Constellation, 36, and Macedonian, 36, requires some repairs. 
Fulton, steam frigate, used asa receiving vessel. Alert, do. in 
good order as such. Asp, do. much decayed. 

Recapitulation. 6 Ships of the line, 2 44 gon frigates, 2 36 gun 
frigates, 1 steam frigate used as a receiving vessel. 1 Receiving 
ship, and the Asp.* 

Navy Yard Tenders. Gun Boat, No, 67, Tender to the Yard at 
Washington. No. 95, Tender to the Yard at Boston. 

* A small schooner, utterly worthless, 


Cc. 
Vessels of War on the Lakes. 


the line, and 5 frigates of the first class. 
E, 


Genera] view of the improvements at the several Building Yards. 


At Norfolk.—A brick wall around the yard. A comfortable dwell- 
ing house for Commandant. A large and convenient brick smiths’ 
shop. Two large brick warehouses. A few frame buildings, for 
Joiners and coopers’ shops. Very convenient houses and quarters 
for marines. One building slip and substantial house, for 74. Mast 
sheers. 

At Washington.—A brick wall around the land sides. A comfort- 
able dwelling house for Commandant. A house for the second offi- 
ser. Large and conyenient smith’s, anchor, chain-cable, and cam- 
boose shops. Two large and conveniert storehouses. Quarters for 
marine officer and guard. Block machinery and saw mill, worked by 
steam. Plumber and brass founders’ sh.)s. Armorers’ shop and la- 
boratory. Quarters for laboratory officer. Mast sheds and joiners’ 
shops. Timber sheds, rigging and sail lofts. Inclined plane, with 
house over it. Building shi p, extensive timber docks. A dock in 
progress. Mast sheers. 





ao 


At Philadelphia.—A wall on two sides, No quarters for any offi- 
cer in the yard, except the marine officer ; tase magne barracks, 
Au extensive brick smiths’ shop. One small wooden building, used 
for hospital. Four wooden buildings, used for ofiicers and joiners’ 
shop, and temporary storehouses. A wooden mast shed. Two build- 
ing slips. Two ship houses. Mast-sheérs, 


At New-York,—Enclosed by a temporary wooden fence. A house 
for Commandant. A wooden smiths’ shop. Warehouses of brick, 130 
feet long by 40 deep, are building, and will be enclosed this fall. 
One other warehouse, old, and entirely out of repair, and so sitwa- 


be ready to receive the stores. Some temporary wooden workshops 
and timber sheds. Good marine barracks. Two building slips ; of 
these, one not yet finished. One ship house for 74. 


At Boston.——Enclosed with a wooden re 4 in 
comfortable dwelling bouse for ¢ Sommandant. A 
Good warehouses, suffici 
and sheds. Good brick m 
ships’ houses for 74's. ° 


eat deca 
Pocono 










imber docks, Mast sheers. ~~ ’ +e 





wooden houses, which are used as quarters for the storekeepers,. 





Lage Cuamptain. Confiance 3,..guns, Saratoga 24, Eagle 18, 
‘Biconderoga 16, very much decayed:  Galleys—Allen 1 gun, Bar. || of 
rows 2, Boxer2, Centipede 2, Viper, Nettle 2, hulls in. toler- 
able condition. Sie 


* aS 


 - $ mate, the warrant officers, except the master 
yard Two. be 





Built, and requiring some repairs Penta: 








peat 5 ‘23 a 


ran? . Fer! - ““2z—> 
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Notre.—The above vessels could, if required for service, be Re 
stated ; but their equipment et 


These vessels are building under the law for the gradual i increase 3 


: 9 ships of | 


ted that it must be taken down, when the other storehouses shall © 


At Portsmouth.—On an Island, not enclosed. A house for. Eomeae 
mandant. A wooden building, used as marine barracks, &c. Another... 
used as quarters for an officer. A new brick store; 75 by 40, build- 
ing. A wooden store-house. ‘Timber sheds and workshop, of wood, st 
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Of the line.-+1 at Portsmouth could be launched in 60 days, Lat. nee tes 


Frigates of the first class. sil at Washington; (the Potomac) could ~~ #9] 
1 at Philadelphia, in 30 


th. 
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sTATEMENT of the appropriations 


2 
. 


for 


the service of the Navy 
the balance. 
' 83g 
os. 
paoberstavepem fe 
2.4 
ase 


Pay and subsistence of officers and pay of seamen 190,165 62 
Provisions , ‘ . . : : . 86,734 54 


Contingent expenses eae ° ° ; 42,396 71. 
Navy Yards, and wharves’ . ‘ 4 159 Ol 
Qrdaance and ordnance stores, including small 

aruis, manufacture of powder, &c. - ‘ 21,046 86 
Vedicines, hospital stores, and all expenses on ac- ‘ » 

count of the sick SF SY oak yt as 14,758 70 
Repairs of vessels . ° ° ° - 113,¢15 14 
Gradual inerease of the navy F é ‘ 443,677.12 
Sheils, shot, and military stores «= - 4,035 95 
Surveying certaim parts of the coast of N.C. 430 38 
Surveying the coast ol Florida H : r 2,850 00 
Pay of superintendents, naval constructors. store- ae 

keepers, &c. A . : gan. : 
Pay Of laborerey dre. and tvel forengine .— . 218 64 
Erecting and completing houses over ships in 
Bee is dock and wharves in connection 

with tbe inclined plane : ; é j fi ey” 
Pobibition of the slave trade . . : 19,570 17 
Suppression of piracy. 6 hi a 147,585 00 
Purchase of timber P : 4 , . 11,450 82 
Repairs of vessels.damaged in action ~~. 2 984 00 
Repairing, &e. the frigates Chesapeake, Constella- 

tion, and Adams ar es 3 : ‘ 450 00 
Building seventy-fours and frigates Bheqs 4 00 
Aet tor the relief of ihe widows and orpbans of 

those lost ia the U. 8. brig Epervier 7,481 70 


Captors of Algerine vessels, (Act 27th April, 1816). $ 


N, | 
under each head, on the 30th day of September, 1823. 
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exhibiting the amount applicable, the amount expended, and 


Sake ee¢3 esessa. 6 

q. 7238 ee ers Fe 

<8 223 oa B23 fs aMet -.2 

‘ gees ston ¢gcee- He 

&s Pece= si%=7 = <hs sé 

a 6S 5 Se.85 Soe es | 

< S2i38 & S223 <E39225 ass 
929,503 12 65,238 06 1,184,006 80. 648,137 95 536,768 85 
220,000 00 25,857 00 332,501 54 171,332 09 161,259 45 
220,000 00 11,067 50 273,464 21 121,944 81. 151.519 40 
82,000 00 348 73. 82,507.74 64,260 77. 18,246 97 
20,000 00 8,939 07 49,985 93 13,759 73 36,216 20 


20,000 00 500 00 35.258 70 17,278 72 17,979 98 
350,000 00. 12,578 78 476,193 92 310,614 31° 165,579 61 
500,000 00. 63,589 53 1,007,266 65 302,619 93 704,646 72 


: 4,035 95 ; 4,035 95 
é ? 7.00 437 38 409 00 28 38 
: : : , 2,850 00 1,337 50! 9,512 60 
44,050 00 . 3 44,679 61 28,817 19: 15.262 42 j 
30,000 00 . . 30,218 64 14,983 62 © 15,285 02 
80,000 00 . : 80,000 00 1,520 60 78,479 40 


° 50.000 00 15,322 29 34,677 71 
50,000 00 A72 88 70,043 05 6,011 64 64,031 41 


° . : . 147,585 00 101,977 95 45,607 05 
4 s 100 00 = 14,560 82S; : 11,560 82 
= >. > . : 984 00 * . 984 00 

4 ‘ ; 450 00 =. ° 450 00 
® re . : 4 00 : Pe 4 08 


° . 7,481 70. ‘. 7,481 70 
¢ . 14,970 25 14,970 25 











; 4 f ° ‘ 14,970 25 

Purchase of vessels to carry from eight to sixteen ‘ 
guns each . . . - . * * + . . 1,532 03 1,532 Q3 ry , . 1,532 03 
hy and subsistence of the marine corps : 49,137 87 176,474 00 2,423 39. 228,035 26 119,306 28 108,223 98 
Clothing do. * < ° 1,447 98 29,000 00 232 75 30,680 73: 24,427 00 6,253 73 
Contingent expenses do. ‘ ‘ 2,852 62 14,000 00 , . 16,852 62 12,990 79 3,861 83 
Military stores do., - . 10,500 35 + . . . 10,500 35 3,885 25 6,615 10 
Fuel. bi< Wen ic) 20 Steet ee 765 02° 6857 50. ‘ 7,622 52 3,123 32 4,499 20 
Totals. i é é ‘ 1,172,347 81 2,822,484 62 207,856 97 5,202,689 40 1,984,520 74 2,218,168 66 
Proceedings. able to take the oath prescribed, praying that the oath may, ia 

lp his case, be dispensed with ;— By Mr. Houmes, of Maine. 
SENATE. 


Wednesday, December 17, 1823-—Twelfth day. 


Mr. Kune, from the State of Alabaniaj appeared, was qualified, 
and took: his seat in the Senate. 
Mr. Mruus-was appointed a member.of the Committee on For- 


@ tizn Relations, in the place of Mr. Kine, of N. Y. 


The following members were appointed, in pursuance of a vote 
passed “yesterday, as a Select Committee on the several resolutions 
proposing amendments to the Constitution, in regard to the election 
of President and Vice President, viz. Messrs. Benton, Hayne, 
Dickenson, Hotmes, of Maine, and Ken. y. 

The following memorials and petitions were presented and re- 
ferred : Te. ai 






for the adi of claims to lands in that state, under French 
vanish titles ;—By Mr. Benton. 
we. gislature the Territory of Arkansas, praying for some 


legislative to define the boundaries of that territory, 
with a view. 10 its future admission as one of the states of the 
Union, Referred to a Select Committee of three members ;—By 
Mr. Bewrox. [Messrs Benton, Kise, of Alab. and Lowaie, 
Were appointed the Committee. | ve 
James Jackson and J.C. M‘Lemore, of Tennessee, securities for 
the late Robert Searcy, Paymaster for west Tennessee, oraying 
for an act to authorize the equitable settlement of his account ;— 
- t Smith, stating that her hushand is entitled to the benefit 
{the pension law, but is deprived of his reason, and therefore not 


of Missouri, praying for the passage of a law || 





















Francis Henderson, tor bimseif and others, heirs of the late Col. 
John Laurens, praying compensation for ceftain diplomatic and* 
military services rendered to the country by Col. Laurens i— By 
Mr. Hayne. 

Joseph Forrest, of the City of Washington, pra ying compensation 
for the loss of a certain schooner, chartered in 1812, to the Agent 
of the United States, to take a cargo of provisions from New- Y ork 
to La Guira, which was seized and condemned by the Spanish 
Government ;—By Mr. Liorn, of Md. 

Mr. Lownie laid on the table a resolution of the Synod of the 
city of Philadelphia, approving of the course taken by the Govern- 
ment, in relation to certain tribes of Indians. 

Mr. Rucexes, from the Committee on Ciaims. reported the bill 
for the relief of Daniel D. Tompkins. without amendment. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. D‘Worr, relative to 
drawback on articles of domestic manufacture, was again read and 
adopted. : 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Eaton, inatructing 
an inquiry whether any, and what, amendments are necessary to 
an Act relative to the election of President and Vice President, 
and which declares the officer who shall act, in case those offices 
are both vacant, (fol. 78.) was again'read and adopted. 








The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Jonwson, of Lousiana, 
relating to the official duties of the Register of the Land Office, 
and Receiver of public moneys, at St. Helena Court House, ig 
Louisiana, (fol. 78.) was again read and adopted. 

“Mr Benton gave notice that be shoald, to-morrow, ask leave to 
introduce a bill for the relief of ‘Taylor Berry. 
The engroseed bill, supplementary to an Act fer the relief of 
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certain persons from imprisonment, was read a third time and 
passed, 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, it was ordered that two additional 
members be added to the Select Committee on the proposed amend- 
ments to the constitution. | Mr. Kinc, of N. ¥. and Mr. Macon, 
were appointed.} 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of Executive business. Immediately thereafter, Ad- 
journed. : 


Thursday, December 18th, 1823.— Thirteenth day. 


Mr. Jonnson, of Lousiana, presented the peiition of Charles 
Morgan, of Louisiana, praying the confirmation of his title toa 
certain tract of land.—Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Hayne presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Charles- 
ton, S. C. setting forth the injurious operation of the 14th section 
of the Act incorporating the Bank of the United States, and pray- 
ing that the same may be amended.—Relferred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Jounxson, of Kentucky, presented the petition of Mr. Franks, 
praying compensation for furniture burnt by the enemy, at Wash- 
ington.—Referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. Luoyp, of Massachusetts, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, submitted a report, on the petition of William and Henry 
Gray, of Boston, who ask the interposition of Government in 
their favour, in the case of the éapture of the brig Otter, and her 
condemnation by the Spanish authorities at Porto Rico.* 

Tbe bill for the relief of Daniel D. Tompkins was taken up, in 
Committee of the Whole :} it was reported without amendment, 
and ordered to be read a third time. On mction of Mr. Smita, 
the bill received its third reading, by general consent, and was 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Benron, it was ordered that two additional 
members be appointed on the Select Commiitee, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of the Legislature of the Territory of Arkan- 
saw. [Mr. Jackson and Mr. Mrxus, were appointed. ] 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of Executive 
business ; after which 

Mr. Luoyp, of Maryland, submitted the following resolution, 
which was read, and laid over for consideration : Resolved, ‘That 
the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of regulating, or prohibiting, by law, the transportation 
of gold, silver, or jewels, in the armed vessels of the United States, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Friday, December 19th, 1823.—Fourteenth day. 


Mr. D‘Wo xr presented the petition of the President, Directors 
and Company, of the Merchant’s Bank, at Newport, R. I. praying 
that certain stamp duties, paid by them, may be refunded.—Refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Nosue presented the memorial of the Legislature of Indiana, 
stating the inconvenience to the citizens of that state, of certain 
parts of the judiciary system, and praying relief from Congress.— 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bewron presented the memorial of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, praying that measures may be taken to extinguish the Indian 
title to certain lands in that state.—Referred to the Commitice on 
Indian Affairs. 

‘The resolution offered yesterday, by Mr. Luoyp, of Maryland, 
instructing an inquiry into the expediency of prohibiting the public 


armed vessels of the United States from carrying gold, silver, or 


jewels, was read for consideration. 


On motion of Mr. Liroyp, of Massachusetts, it was amended, so 
as to institute an inquiry also into the propriety of permitting the} 


public vessels to carry passengers—And the resolution, as amend- 
ed, was then adopted. 


‘ ‘The report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, on the petition 










of William and Henry Gra I of Boston, Teecen odin i. bis 
ence of the subject to the Department of State, was tak * . 
agreed to. AE en San ean aad 


A written message, on Executive business, was receiy dd fi 
the President of the United Sistes. wile 

On motion of Mr. Benron, the Senate. then proceeded to the 
oe of Executive business; and, some: time after, 4(. 
journcd. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. gt 





Tuesday, December 16th, 1823.— Eleventh day... 


; [CONTINUED FROM Foto 90.] 
Mr. Tracy, of New-York, this day appeared and took his seat 
On motion of Mr. Staone,. Resolved, ‘That the Commttee of 

Public Lands be instructed to inquire. into the expediency 69 

establishing a Surveyor’s Office in each of the States and ‘Ter. 

tories in which the Public Lands of the United States. are sit- 





uated. 


Mr. Augen, of Mass. presented the following resolution: Res. 
ved, ‘That the Postmaster General be Guateal to lay belo aw: 


House, a statement of the number of miies of sistiog ve by 
law, in each State and Territory, for each athe heen mn 
preceding the firstday of April last—the oumber of miles of said 
Road, whereon the Mail was actually carried in each of | those 
years—together with the yearly expense of transporting the mail 
—the yearly compensation of Postmasters, and the incides 
expenses therein ; also, a Statement of the amount of 
which accrued in each State and ‘Territory in each of those years 
—the yearly receipts therefrom—the yearly balances for and 
against them respectively—and the balances of postage whieh 
accrued in each of said years, now due and in arrear, (1). 

Mr. Kent, of Maryland, offered the following resolution for 
consideration : Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to in 
quire into the expediency of making such an appropriation of the 
public lands to the purposes of education in those states to whieh 
no grants have yet been made, as will correspond in a just pro 
portion with the appropriations which may have been heretofore 
made in favour of other states—and that said committee have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. Laid on the table. (2) 

Mr.° Rankin submitted the following : Resolved, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury be.directed to furnish this House a pat- 
ticular statement, containing the names of any Receivers of Public 
Moneys in the Land Offices of the United States, who may have 
failed to made their returns and payments of public money, ae 
cording to !aw, or, when required by the Treasury Department; 
the ainount due from such Receivers, ‘severally ; the time when 
the same ought to have been paid to. the Government; the mea- 
sures adopted to punish any such delinquency, and coerce the pay- 
— 8 the names of the places where such offices are silua- 
ted. (3 

Mr. Owen submitted the following: Resolved. That the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury be directed to lay before this House & 
statement of the sums of money that have been received in the 
Treasury from the two per cent. funds, payable on the sales of 
public lands in the States of Missouri, Hlinois, Indiana, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama, designating the yearly sé 
totalamount paid in from each of said States; and how much 
money has been obtained by the General Government for the 
repayment of which these funds or any of them are pledged, ; also, 
the yearly and total amount in each of the above named Siates, 
arising from the three per cent. funds, payable on the sale ol 
public lands, and what sums, if any, have been advanced to each 
of said States of the three per cent. funds. (4) Pont 














On motion of Mr. Vay Wrex, Resolved, That the Committee 





* The Committee, after stating the factsin connection with the case recoin- 
mend its reference to the Department of State, that such measures may be 
taken thereon, as the rights of the citizens of the United States, and the inter- 


ests and dignity of the government, may, to the Executive, appear to require. 


+ Mr. RuGG.es, Chairman of the Committee on Claims, stated that this bill 
merely provided an appropriation of $35,190, which had been found, by the 
proper accounting officers, under an act of the last session of Congress, to be 
due to Mr. Tompkins—that the accounts had come under the revision of the 
President, and that he had signified his opinion on the subject by a special mes- 
In that message, it would be recollected, that a further sum 


sage to Congress 


was supposed to be due to Mr. T, the investigation of the accounts having been 
éefoyed at his own request. 





on the Post Office and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the 
propriety of repealing that part of the law passed in 1822, estab- 
lishing a post route between St. Angustine ard Pensacola, in the 
Florida: Resolved, also, That inasmuch as the Postmaster General, 
in his reports, states, that, unless otherwise instructed by. Congress, 
he must, necessarily, in the fulfilment of law, closea very. dis 
advantageous contratt/that it be adviseahle for the Committee to 
report eepecially, and as sooa as convenient. Sree are. ein 

The House then went into the committee of the whole, Mr. 
‘Foor, of Connecticut, in the chair, on the bill forthe relief of 
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Charles M. Collier. ‘The report of the Committee of Claims 

thereon having been read, the committee rose: and reported the 

the bill without amendment; and. the bill was ordered, to be en- 
sed for a third reading. . » 

Oo motion of Mr. Hemrurnt, the consideration of the bill pro- 
viding for the obtaining of Surveys and Plans on the subject of 
Roads and Canals, was made the order of the day for the 10th of 
January. Adjourned. 


Wednesday, December 17, 1823.— Twelfth day. 


Mr. McLane, from the Committee of Wavs and Means reported 
a bill for the relief of Jacob Bubbitt, of Bristol, R. 1. which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. M‘Lane from the same committee, reported unfavourably 
ona petition to remit the duties on horned cattle imported from 
Canada. 

Mr. ‘WitiissMs, from the Committee of Claims, reported a bill 
for the relief of Jeremiah Mannning of New-Jersey ; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. Campsect, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re. 
ported a bill for the relief of Jacob Shaeffer ; which was twice 
read, and committed. 

The resclutions yesterday offered—by Mr Atien, of Massachu- 
setts, (1) by Mr. Rankin, (3) by Mr. Owen, (4) were, severally 
taken up, and agreed to. ‘ ; 

MreLrrtie, of Maryland, offered for consideration, the following 
resolution, which was, with the consent of the mover, laid upon the 
table : Resolved, That the Committee on the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, be directed to inquire into. the expediency of authorizing the 
employment, under the direction of the President, of a part of the 
Corps of Engineers, in surveying the grounds and ascertaining the 
best route in unitng the waters of the Ohio with the Chesapeake, 
by way of the Susquehannah river. (1) 

Mr. Cocke submitted the following: Resolved, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be requested to communicate to this 
House copies of all contracts for cannon, cannon shot, muskets, 
and other small arms, for the use of the United States, which have 
been entered into since the Ist of January, 1820, and that he state 
whether potice for proposals was given for each contract in any 
newspaper ; if so. in what paper, avd how long before the contract 
was concluded ; who are interested in cach ostensibly or as secret 
partners, so far as he may have been informed or believes. (2) 


On motion of Mr. Laturer, Resolved, That the Committee of |’ 


Ways and Means be directed to consider the expediency of en- 
larging the terms on which the Commiasioners of the sinking fand, 
under the fifth section ot the act, passed March 3d, 1807, entitled 
“An act to provide for the redemption of the publie debt,” may 
purchase that portion of the public debt, which will become reim- 
bursable on the Ist day of January, 1825. 


On motion of Mr. Sraonc, Resolved, That the Committee on! 


Naval Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of selling 
the schooners and vessels purchased under the act, entitled “ An 
act suthorizing an additional naval force for the suppression of 


On motion of Mr. Tuomrson, of Ky. Resolved, ‘That the Com- 
mittee on the Post office and Post Roads, he instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a post route from Hardensburg, 


in the county of Breckenridge, in the state of Kentucky, by Ste- |! 


phensport in said county, to Rome, ia the county of Perry, in the 
state of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. Rankix, Resolved, That the Clerk of this 
House be directed to prepare and tuy before this House, so soon as 
it can be Conveniently dune, a complete index to all the printed 
volumes which contain the communications of the President of the 
United States,iand of the several Departments of the Government, 
to Congress, and the Reports of the Committees of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. HayWarn, Resolved, That the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads be directed to enquire into the ex- | 


pediency of repealing the 4th and 5tb sections of an Act of Con- 
gress, passed on the 27th of February, 1815, «o far as the same re 
lates to conveyance of letters and packets by steam boats, packets, 
and other vessels, not employed by the Postmaster General in 
transporting the mail of the Umited States. 

Qn motion of Mr. Coox, Restlved, That the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads he instructed to inquire into the expe- 


diency of establishing @ post route from Springfteld to Lewistown, 


in Hlipois, : 


Ways and Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for compensation for a private Secretary to the 
President of the United States, 

On motion of Mr. Caux, Resolved, That the Committee on Com- 
merce be instructed to inquire into the expediency of excluding 
foreign wreckers and fishermen from wrecking and fishing within 
the jurisdiction of the United States on the Coast of Flerida, and 
further to inquire into the expediency of giving encouragement 
and protection to the American Wreckers on the Coast of Florida. 
The engrossed bill “for the relief of Charlies M. Collier,” was 
read a third time, passed, and sent fo the Senate for concurrence. 
The House went into a committee of the Whole, Mr. Conpicy 
in the chair, on the bill, supplementary to an act, approved on the 
third day of-March, 1819, entitled “ An act providing for the cor- 
rection of errors in making entries of land at the Laud Office.’* 
Mr. Causett, of Ohio. offered the following to be added as an 
amendinent to the bill: which was adopted. 

| * Provided, also, ‘That if a patent shall have issued for the tract 
80 erronevusly entered, the paientee shall, by a deed duly executed, 
relinquish to the United States all his rizht to the same.” 

The Committee then rose and reported the bill as amended. 
The House concurred in the amendment, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, ayes 86, noes £2. Adjourned. 


Thursday, December 18th— Thirteenth day. 


Messrs. Henry H. Guruey, and Epwarp Livineston, from 
Louisiana, and Jonn J. More@an, from New York, appeared, were 
duly qualified, and took their seats. 

Mr. Jounson, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, reported a bill for the relief of ‘Thomas W. Bacot ; which 
was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. Stewart, from the Committee on the Cumberland Road, 
reported ** A bill for the continuation of the Cumberland Road; 
which was twice read.{ 

On motion of Mr. Jenxines, the bill was laid upon the table. 

The resolution yesterday proposed by Mr. Cocke, (2) was taken 
up. 

Mr. Isaacks, of Tennessee, proposed, as an amendment, to 
strike out the last clause of the resolution, and to insert the fol- 
lowing: * Who are the persons with whom such contracts were 
! made, and whether there are any other persons bencficially interested 
| therein ; if so, who they are, and in what cases, so far as he may be 
informed.’’t 

The amendment was adopted without a division. 

* A debate of some length arose on the bill, in the committee of the Whole, in 
which Messrs. Rankin, Cook of MWinois, Campbell of Ohio, Wright of Ohio, 
; Sandford of Tennessee, Trimble of Kentucky, and M‘Coy, participated. This 
bill enacts, ‘* That, where any mistake may have been made, or may hereafter 
be made, by any purchaser of the public lands, in designating the tract intended 


to be purchased, such person may exhibit hisown affidavit, and such other 
| evidence as may be in his power, showing the mistake to the Register or Re- 





| ceiver of the district in which the purchase was made; and the Register and 
| Receiver shall transmit the evidence submitted to them in any case, together 
with their written opinion or Opinions on the subject, to the Commissioners of 
the General Land Office, whe, on an examination of the farts, shall be autho- 
| rized to change the entry, and transfer the paymient to the tract intended to have 
‘ been entered, if unsold; but, if sold, to. any other tract liable to entry; Pro- 
| vided, He shall be satisfied that a mistake tras been make. 

t A motion to commit the bill to a Committee of. the Whole, being under 
| consideration— 

Mr. Rawxun rose, and said, that he was one of those persons who are dis- 
| posed to commit the whole strength and resources of this nation om the subject 
| of internal improvements. He believed, alsu, that the nation was prepared to 
| go all Jengthsupon that subject. But he wav unwilling to take up So greata 
| system of measures, by small parts at a time, The bill reported by his friend 
from Pennsylyania, (Mr. Hemphill,) embraced the entire subject ; and he 
| hoped that thé present bill, instead of going to a Committee of the Whole, 
|' would be referred to the saine committee with the general bill, Which was al- 
ready before the House. He was ot adverse to the particular measure ein- 
braced by this bill ; be did not care at what point the general system of inter- 
; Mal improvement should be commenced, but he hoped that, ou that system, we 
} should either nove as a nation, or not move at all, 

Mr. Coox said he was decidedly opposed to act upon the bill in its present 
| State, and was proceeding to make some remarks on the principle of the bill, 
| when he was reminded by the Speaker that any discussion of the merits of the 
bill in its present stage would be out of order. 

} Mr. Cocke said, that, though he believed, if the’ amendment were 
adopted, all his objects, might be obtained, yet, if his friend would reflect 
for a moment, there was a part of his amendment which he would 
strike Wut, because, if copies of the contracts were laid before the House 
they would shew'on the face. of them who were ostensibly. engaged in the 
contracts; The object of my resolution, said Mr. C. is not only vo see who 
made the contracts, but whether any person is concerned in .them under the 





On motion of Mr. Storrs, Resolved, That the Committee of 








rose. We have, it the statute book, laws which prohibits certain desctiptions 
of persous from being juterested in contsacts, If any snch are interested in 
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Mr. Ricu moved to anjend the resolution, so as to make 
the call for abstracts only, and not copies of the contracts. Some 
opposition being made.to this motion. it was withdrawn, and the 
resolufion, as amended by Mr. Isaack’s motion, was adopted. 

Mr. WitttAMs, of N.C. submitied the following: (1) Resolved, 
That the President of the United States be requested to lay before 
this Flouse any information he may have received, and whicb he 





preme./ | | 


condition and future prospects of the Greeks. 
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On motion of Mr. Moors, of Kentucky : Resolved; That the 
Commiitee on Private Land Claims be instructed to iuquire into 
the expediency of granting the bounty Jand to Thomas Pender- 
grass, the representative of James Albert, deceased; a soldier in 
the late war with Great Britain. + 

A letter to the House from Wm. H. Jones, (See folio 61, De- 
cember 11th.) was taken up, on motion of Mr. Lirrxe, and referred 

o the Committee on the Library. 

‘I'he report of the Committee on Claims on the memorial of the 
Levy Court of Calvert county, Maryland, was taken up, and, on 
motion of Mr. Writrams, was recommitted to the Committee of 
Claims. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Triuure, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the President of the United States to direct sales to be 
made, from time to time, of such arms, ammunition, and military 
stores, as are not wanted, or are unfit for public service. 

On motion of Mr. Exxis: Resolved, That the Committee of 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the account of Henry Alward, 
Esq. against the United States, fof apprehending and delivering 
two deserters to a detachment of the army then under the com- 
mand of Col. William N, Irwin, at Sunbury, in Pennsylvania, 
and that they report thereon. 

A Message was received from the President communicating a 
report from the Commissioner of the Public Buildings, (See folio 
32) which was read, and referred. 

‘The engrossed bill supplementary to the law for the correction 
of errors in making entries of land at the Land Offices, was taken 
up, and on motion of Mr. Ranxiy,* was recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. Adjourned. 


Friday, December 19, 1822.—Fourteenth day. 


Mr. M‘Lane, from the Committee of Ways and Means, present- 
ed an unfavourable report on the petition of Jecob Greer, in which 
the House concurred. 

Mr. Caowninsniezp, fron: the Committee on Naval affairs, re- 
ported a bill further extending the term of half pay pensions to the 
widows aud children of officere, seamen, and marines, who have 
died in the public service: which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Crowntwsnie.p, from the same committee, reperted a bill 
making provision for the support of Penelope Denny, mother of 
James Denny, late a quarter gunner in. the Navy of the United 
States; which was twice read and committed.* 





* The bill proposes to grant her a pension of one hundred dollars for ‘five 
years from the 9th of November, 1822. 
contracts, though their names do not appear in them, the nation ovght to know 
it, to ascertain whether these contracts were legally made. I have, therefore, 
asked, (said Mr. C.) by my motion, not only who are the contractors, but who 
are concerned in the contract, so far as the Executive has information on that 
poipt. That Mr; C. said, was his object, and he cared not whetber the word 
** secret,” or, if gentlemen choose it, crandestine, was inserted 4m the resolution 
ornot. Any word which would elicit the information which he wanted, he 
would cheerfully acquiesce in. 

Mr. IsAAcKS said;*tn reply, that he had no disposition to ‘alterthe grounds of 
the inquiry proposed by the resolution of his colleague, The same object would 
in sutstance be obtained, if the amendment should be adopted, that would be 
obtained by the resolution, ia its original shape. He acknowledged, for his 
own part, he was in possession of no information which would induce him either 
t6 make or to withhold this call; his colleague, however, had moved it, and he 
would willingly vote with him. All that he intended by his amendment was to 
change the terms of a part of the resolution, which he thought open to objection, 
for others more acceptable. It was not necessary for him to say the particular 
object he bad in view : the bare reading of the original clause of the amend- 
ment would be sufficient to shew that the terms of the latter were preferable. 

* Mr. R. said, that since’yesterday, he had had various suggestions made to 
him by members for whose opinion he entertained very high respect, as well as 
from the present Commissioner of the General Land Office ; and considering 
the vote of yesterday as @ pledge that the House would certainly act on the 
subject, and feeling desirous*that the bill should, as far as possible, meet the 
wishes of gentlemen, he was induced, on a consideration of the whole subject, 
to move that the bill be re-committed to the Committee on Public Lands, to be 


| Ohio, by the way of Liberty and Brownsville, in the county of 














- Witt1ams, from the Committee of Claims, presented 
port on the claim of the Levy Court of Calvert County, which we, 
referred to a committee of the whole, $3", 

Mr. Wutiams, from the same committee, presented an unfa. 
vourable report on the petitions of Charles Minifie and of Laurence 
Muse; in which the House concurred. Re ee a # 

Mr. Campee ti, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, Appow 
made an unfavourable report on the petition of Sarah Boyles, j ais 
which the House concurred. iss Au 

Mr. Lirrie, from the Committee on Pensions and Revolutions. claim 
ry Clainis, reported unfavourably on. the petitions of Mm. Blair S: 
James Ligon, Samuel Little, Samuel Finley, and Charity Wj. Ch 
liams, and the several a were ordered to lie on the table, "a 

‘The resolution offered yesterday, by Mr. Wituiams, (1) owas at Po 
called up, and, on the motion of the original mover, the resolation at the 
was modified by omitting the word “ present.” esa 

And then the resolution was agreed to. pabigd 

Mr. Wessrer stated to the House that he should move for the A 
consideration, oa Monday, the 5th of January, next, of the resolu. te 
tion which he submitted on the 8th inst. (fol. 31) proposing tosend = aia 
a Mission toGreece,-and it was accordingly made the orderof es 
the for day, that day. 

On motion of Mr. Auuen, of Mass. Resolved, That, in additioa 
to the 600 copies of the public documents, peak to be printed 
by pa okt of 7s ym coupe On the 25th day of March, 1818, & 

e further number of thirt ies be printed, to y 
sent deficiency for the Members of the nn Bist Seige 

On motion of Mr. Tesr, Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a post route.from Oxford, in the state of 


Union, Connersville, in the county of Fayette, and so on to Rash- 
ville, in the county of Rush, and state of Indiana. ate 

Mr. Owen submitted the following: Resolved, That a Commil- 
tee be appointed, to be styled the Committee on French, British, 
and Spanish Land Claims.* Ay a 

On motion of Mr. Scort, the resolution was amended so as to 
except Missouri and Arkansas from its operation, and then, on — 
motion of Mr. 'Tayzor, the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Beecner, of Ohio, moved that the bill for the continuation 
of the Cumberland Road, reported yesterday, be now taken 
and considered; and the question being taken, it was-deicded in 
the negalive—ayes 65, noes 81. . 

On motion of Mr. Carx, Resolved. That the Committee on Na- ‘- 
val Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- hive 
lishing a naval Depot io the harbor of Pensacola. i 

Mr. Wricart submitted the following: Resolved, That the com- 
mittee on the Cumiberland Road be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making an examination and survey of the route frou : 
Washington, in Pennsylvania, by Steabenyille, in Ohio, and ap 
Wellsburgh, in Virginia, to aseertain if aless expensive and more . oH 
eligible route can be fouad for the National Road from Washington ol 
to Columbus. the seat of government of Ohio, than the.one here- © 
tofore proposed ; and also (o inquire into the expediency of chang- ~ 
ing the tocation of said Road. ss ees 

The question being iaken on this resolution, it was decided in 
the negative. Adjourned to Monday. sg 
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* Mr. CAMPBELL objected to the resolution, not On its principle, to which he 





{\ tees on Public Lands and Private Land Claims, of which grey 


had no objection, but because its phraseology was so general and extensive as to 
embrace the whole of the cases arising under the cessions of t 
Floridas—cases which had hitherto been assigned to the two star 


cipal business arose out of claims of this description. Mr’ C pach «0g 
man from Alabama to understand that he was not averse to the appointment of 
such a comfoittee as he desired—on the contrary he wiehed for iz: buthe was 
confident that the gentleman would, himself, perceive, on reflection, that the 
language of the resolution was two broad. yearn 
Mr. ScoTT expressed a hope that the mover of the resolution would not in- 
clude Missouri in its provisions, as he was averse from having the' claims eA 
ing in that state, under French and Spanist grants, in any maiiner mixed 
the British. claims, and he belieyed the same wish was entertained by the Dele- 





te from Arkansas. is BSc wee ie ae ae) 
oe Mr, TATLOR observed tha, ds this was a proposition to create » new com- 
mittee, and of a anent character, jt demanded some deliberation, The 
House had: already two standing on Land Claims ’ ; 
had beembut one such * The had alrea 





made as perfect as practicable. 
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